With the considerable amount of textbooks and teaching materials published in China, both administrators and teachers are still puzzled when they are selecting proper materials for the students majoring in foreign languages.
Introduction
Teaching materials serve as the most important resources of education and the fundamental guidance of classroom teaching. With the huge amount of textbooks and teaching materials published in China, administrators and teachers in many departments of Chinese universities are still puzzled about how to select appropriate materials. Therefore, the author, based on his own teaching experience, conducted a case study of the teaching materials for the Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese to explore the status quo of material selection in Chinese universities followed by a factor analysis and proposals of material selection.
Status Quo of Teaching Material Selection in Chinese Universities
In recent years, textbooks with typical features have been published, among which the good and bad intermingled, which causes a good many problems for administrators and teachers. For example, in the past 10 years, with the increasing number of Japanese learners and Japanese departments established at Chinese universities, the Japanese language has become "a major foreign language, second only to English" (Xiu, 2014) . Several years ago, complaints of a lack of appropriate textbooks were often heard among Japanese educators, but now, a large number of teaching materials have been published by all major publishers with diversified types and designs. Taking just the textbook for the Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese ( Based on the survey and interview of some administrators of Japanese departments, the author found the following problems in textbook selection.
Weak Awareness of Teacher Participation in Textbook Selection
Teaching materials are the most important teaching resources, which exert influence on both the quality of teaching and talent cultivation. Against the background of the latest requirement for Japanese talents in the new century, the importance of textbooks in Japanese education is even more prominent. The new ideas of classroom teaching emphasize teachers' active participation in curriculum development, such as starting an open teaching beyond the limit of the textbooks and expanding the space of teaching in the way of "using the textbooks" rather than "teaching the textbooks". However, in Chinese universities, Japanese teachers are disadvantaged in terms of professional qualifications. In this sense, there are some difficulties in encouraging the Japanese teachers to participate in the selection of textbooks. At the same time, there is also a lack of textbook selection concept among most Japanese teachers, still less of textbook editing and development.
Administrative Dominance in Textbook Selection
At present, Chinese education is still administration dominated. The teachers of all courses do not have much say on what textbooks to use in their teaching. This has caused many problems in teaching. The specific rules and regulations concerning textbook selection in most universities are nothing better than written words, which offer teachers no real choice in textbook selection. The administrators, the real selectors of textbooks, often decide a textbook according to the introduction or publicity made by the publishers or whether they provide any teacher training, especially textbooks for public courses (Gu & Lu, 2009 ). The limitations of such administrative dominance in textbook selection are obvious. Although some of the administrators had the experience of being teachers and some knowledge of language teaching, they are still limited in their understanding of specific things about teaching. The content of textbooks in foreign language education is very STATUS QUO AND PROPOSALS IN THE SELECTION OF TEACHING MATERIALS 218 extensive, which requires professional knowledge in its selection. Therefore, innovation is expected of the administrative dominance in the context of China's educational curriculum reform.
Irrelevance of Objectives and Content to the Syllabus
Among the actually used Japanese textbooks, some are edited by Japanese experts, some by famous publishers, some as comprehensive textbooks, some as elementary textbooks, and some published in Japan for overseas students. It could be said that different textbooks are selected for different reasons. The National Syllabus for the Elementary Stage of Japanese Majors for Japanese beginners specifies that:
The syllabus is targeted at the first-and second-year Japanese major beginners. The objectives are to guide students' learning; to train their listening, speaking, reading, and writing; to improve their comprehensive language skills; to offer them knowledge of Japanese society and culture; to deepen their understanding of different cultures; and to lay a foundation for future study. The content for the elementary stage includes Japanese pronunciation, characters, words, grammar, sentence patterns, and ideational functions. (Japanese Language Teaching Advisory Board, 2001, pp. 1-2) It could be said that the syllabus defines directions for textbook selection. However, many universities did not follow the directions in the selection of their textbooks.
Lack of Openness and Transparency in the Procedure of Textbook Selection
In the first decade of the 21st century, after the curriculum reform in the compulsory education, a number of teaching material selection committees were established in various regions. They comprise of members from educational administrative departments, research sectors, scholars, school principals, teachers, and parents following a certain ratio. A quarter of them are administrators, and three quarters are scholars, teachers, and parents. A three-step procedure is adopted in textbook selection. For the first step, textbooks are introduced for first impression and tentative views. For the second step, a meeting is held for a vote. The third step is to come to a final decision at the closed meeting. The selection is followed by textbook training given by the publishers and teacher training by the educational departments to ensure the best use of the chosen textbooks in classroom teaching (Yu, 2003) . By contrast, textbook selection in higher education is more flexible. According to Lu (2010) , "Although not as that important as in secondary education, teaching materials in the higher education still play a crucial role in teaching, especially in elementary courses for freshmen and sophomores". However, many colleges and universities in China have not established their own teaching material selection systems till now. The administrators have the major say of the textbooks, while the teachers and students are not involved. In this sense, the problem of lack of openness and transparency in the selection procedure was identified.
Factors in Teaching Material Selection
A number of factors are involved in the selection of teaching materials for the Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese.
Obscurity in the Orientation and Objective Setting of the Japanese Major
In some universities, the definition of the Japanese major tends to be too general, or rather abstract, without consideration of the specific factors, such as teachers, students, and other teaching resources. Many universities hastily borrow models or definitions from other higher level universities rather than making their own according to national, social, or especially local economic development. The objective of talent training is often far from feasible and beyond the real situation or its own capability. In this context, the curriculum also borrows or follows other universities, which result in inappropriate course setting and the gap between teaching and objectives of talent training. What is even worse, to meet the requirement of administrative departments, some universities take the curriculum for the Japanese majors from another university and use the same textbook for students from sharply different backgrounds. When problems arise, teachers at these universities would question the quality of the textbooks and would feel even more confused when they decide to find a different set of textbooks.
Insufficiency of the Japanese Textbooks to Meet the Diversified Demand of Japanese Graduates
Back to the 1980s and the 1990s, as the reform and opening-up deepened and Japanese business, trade, and economic exchange bloomed, the demand for Japanese talents was increasing. However, that demand was type restricted, including mainly the need of Japanese translators, tour guides, etc.. There were only relatively small types and versions of textbooks for Japanese majors, thus, offering only a small number of choices. In the 21st century, with social and economic development, the demand for talents is more diversified. The Japanese graduates are expected not only to have a good mastery of Japanese language skills, such as listening, speaking, reading, writing, and translating, but also to have good cross-cultural communicative competence and specific knowledge in the fields of business, foreign trade, foreign affairs, translation, marketing, etc.. To train such versatile talents, universities have to find relevant textbooks for the Japanese education. However, the fact is that such textbooks are nowhere to be found, which has left the educational institutions in an embarrassing situation.
Insufficient Emphasis on Textbooks in the Construction of the Japanese Major
In building up the Japanese major, much more importance is given to teacher resources, for example, encouraging teachers to gain degrees and do academic research, with less emphasis on their teaching or use of textbooks. As a result, many teachers select textbooks according to personal favourites or the decision of the deans or directors. Although programs are specified in many Japanese departments, no explanation or elaboration is made to all the teachers, which caused confusion among average teachers in terms of the orientation, objectives, and courses of the Japanese major, not to mention the relation between different types of courses. Therefore, the textbooks are selected without the consideration of their relevance to training objectives. All textbooks or other materials are randomly selected to be used in teaching as long as they are nationally planned ones or published by famous presses.
Rigid Use of Textbooks as a Mere Instrument of Teaching
Rigid use of textbooks is mainly caused by teachers' insufficient interpretation of the textbooks. In many universities, not as much importance is given to teaching as to research. This is especially true after the introduction of performance appraisal into the university evaluation system. Under greater pressure of academic research, teachers could not afford the same energy to teaching. Less qualification in professional levels among the teachers of the Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese makes things worse in the sense that they often regard textbooks as a teaching instrument. They make little reflections or evaluation of the textbooks they are using, and seldom conduct research or exploration of the ideas, layout, content, and the underlying relationship between different parts of the textbooks, not to mention the survey on students' opinion about the textbooks selected for them.
Teachers' Unwillingness to Upgrade Textbooks in Teaching
With many years of teaching and experience gained, quite a number of teachers have formed fixed concepts of teaching and follow their habitual way of teaching without considering the changes of time or STATUS QUO AND PROPOSALS IN THE SELECTION OF TEACHING MATERIALS 220 students. Every textbook is compiled with certain concept of teaching, and teachers are often used to the concept of the textbook they are using. With the habits formed through many years' teaching, some books are regarded as classics. Therefore, they are unwilling to risk the trouble of making another round of preparations for class with the new books. In this sense, teachers who would rather keep the books they have been using for years hold back the change into the latest textbooks.
Proposals for Textbook Selection
Just as the saying goes, "Good tools are prerequisite to the successful execution of a good job", favorable teaching quality is based on favorable textbooks. The previous parts analyze the problems and factors in the selection of teaching materials. Based upon personal teaching experience, the author attempted to put forward some suggestions of selecting textbooks for the Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese.
Setting the Direction of Textbook Selection Through the Interpretation of the Program
When making the program of the Japanese majors, the Japanese departments of Chinese universities must not only follow the regulations of the National Syllabus for Japanese Education, but also consider the expectations on Japanese graduates from the employers and especially the status quo of teachers and students so that the program will be more properly oriented and the objective of talent training will be more clearly specified. Meanwhile, the courses must be offered in accordance with the objectives of talent training. The author would like to take the Japanese Department of Southwest University as an example. As the Japanese major is defined as one which trains talents for specific applied fields, more credits and teaching hours are given to skilled-oriented courses, such as speaking, interpreting, written translation, reading, and class discussion. In drafting and revising the program, all the teachers have been asked to participate in the discussion. After the program is made, an interpretation is made to all the teachers so as to help them understand the purposes, role, and interrelation of all the courses. A special emphasis is given to the Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese. In this way, textbooks are selected systematically for a common objective defined in the program rather than separately. Shu and Zhang (2003) emphasized that:
Finding the Solution to the Puzzles of Textbook Selection Through Comparison
As textbooks serve the teachers and students, they should not be regarded as the instrument of determining the contents and methods of teaching. When selecting textbooks, teachers should judge whether the book selected serves the requirements of the actual teaching, including three aspects, namely, the requirement of students' learning, teachers' teaching, and curriculum, among which students' learning is of utmost importance. (p. 62) Therefore, textbooks are not to be decided just by the dean or the director of the department. First, all teachers are to be involved to make a survey of all the major textbooks in the market and a detailed discussion of each type. Jin and Wang (2012) suggested that "The content, layout, structure, design, and teaching applications will exert significant influence on the quality of teaching and education" (p. 13). In terms of content, the accuracy or difficulty of the language training materials should be considered to check whether they are interesting, applicable, standard, and academically correct and whether the content and activities are properly arranged. In terms of the format, attention must be paid to the amount and proportion of words and texts, the diversification of exercises, as well as cover design, fonts, size of words, spaces, and quality of paper. In terms of teaching ideals, it is necessary to consider whether the emphasis is given to the training of basic STATUS QUO AND PROPOSALS IN THE SELECTION OF TEACHING MATERIALS 221 skills, basic knowledge, cross-cultural communicative skills, and self-learning ability. Only after all the above mentioned considerations are made would a final decision be made of what textbooks to be selected. Through a holistic consideration of all factors, finally, the Comprehensive Japanese published by Peking University Press was selected as the course book for Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese.
Test of Appropriateness Through Class Preparation in Groups
To check whether the selected textbooks are appropriate or not, teachers are organized into groups according to the courses they are teaching. The textbook Comprehensive Japanese is selected at Southwest University for the three courses of Integrated Japanese, Japanese Listening, and Conversational Japanese, which makes it possible to make full use of all the exercises suggested in the textbooks. A large number of speaking activities in the textbooks are especially useful in the speaking class. Preparing lessons in a group and sharing one textbook by three courses help to build connection between different courses. At the same time, additional materials are used so as to "teach with the textbook" rather than to "teach the textbook". The textbook in this context is just a "blueprint" rather than "a book of texts", or even "a book of sacred texts" (Li, 2008) . This will also help to train students' self-learning ability. In addition, group preparation of class and mutual observation of classroom teaching encourage teachers to change their own ideas of teaching and more importantly, help them find the appropriateness of the textbook from different perspectives and standpoints.
Insurance of Textbook Quality Through the Evaluation of Both Teachers and Students
All reform will be held back unless innovation is adopted in ideals of evaluation and judgment. Professor Li Guanyi said, "A good textbook may turn out to be awkward if evaluated by an mediocre reviewer, while a moderate textbook may turn out to be a good one if evaluated by a wise reviewer" (Li, 2002, p. 61) . It could be safely said that the role of teachers and students is indispensable in the evaluation of any textbook. After two years of use among the Japanese majors, an investigation was made about the textbook Comprehensive Japanese. A survey was conducted on the teachers and students with interviews and questionnaires. Both the teachers and students reflect that this textbook is appropriate for Japanese majors at Southwest university, which implies the quality of education in training.
